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Today’s Speakers  (in order of appearance) Today’s Speakers

Hugh Ball
President, Greater Limestone County Chamber of Commerce

Mr. Ball graduated from Furman University in Greenville, S.C. in 1962 with a B.S. degree in physics 
and a commission in the U.S. Army. He is a graduate of the original Ordnance Guided Missile School 
on Redstone Arsenal and served, among other assignments, as commander of a direct support air 
defense missile detachment in South Korea.

He was discharged at Redstone Arsenal in 1965.  Mr. Ball was employed by Sperry Rand Corporation 
in Huntsville as an aerospace engineer.  He conducted performance analyses of flight control systems 
for launch vehicles and spacecraft with primary emphasis on the Apollo space program. He earned 
an MBA from Alabama A&M University in 1975.

From 1976 until 1995, he was employed by Intergraph Corporation. At Intergraph, he directed the cor-
porate customer training program and later the federal system engineering organization associated 
with the development and support of interactive computer graphics design systems. He retired from 
Intergraph Corporation in 1995 to pursue personal business and community service interests.

Mr. Ball has served as president of the Greater Limestone County Chamber of Commerce since Febru-
ary of 2005.

Col. John A. Olshefski
U.S. Army Garrison Commander, Redstone Arsenal

Colonel John A. Olshefski was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the United States Army at The 
Citadel, The Military College of South Carolina, Charleston, South Carolina, in July 1980.  

After a two-year stint as a civilian working for Honeywell, Inc., Phoenix, Arizona, while serving in 
the Arizona National Guard, he decided to change careers and join the Active Army in August 1982.  
His duty assignments include: Aide-de-Camp, 200 TAMMC, Zweibruecken, Germany; Shop Officer, B 
Company, 3rd Forward Support Battalion (FSB), 3rd Infantry Division (Mechanized), Aschaffenburg, 
Germany; Battalion Support Operations Officer, S-3, and B Company Commander, 115th FSB, 1st 
Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, Texas; Training with Industry, FMC Corporation, San Jose, Calif.; Opera-
tions/Training Advisor for the Royal Saudi Land Forces Ordnance Corps, Ordnance Program Division, 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; Division Materiel Management Officer and Executive Officer, 24th FSB, 24th 
Infantry Division (Mechanized), Fort Stewart, Ga.; Logistics Analyst, Special Operations Require-
ment/Resources Division, Headquarters, United States Special Operations Command, MacDill AFB, 
Fla.; Commander, 2nd FSB and Division G4, 2nd Infantry Division, Republic of Korea; Executive Of-
ficer for the Sustainment Director Army G4;  the Deputy C4 for the Coalition Forces Land Component 
Command (CFLCC), Camp Arifjan, Kuwait. COL Olshefski took command of the United States Army 
Garrison, Redstone Arsenal in June 2005.

Colonel Olshefski is a graduate of the Signal Officer Basic Course, Ordnance Advanced Course, Com-
bined Arms Services Staff School, Logistics Executive Development Course, Command and Gen-
eral Staff College, Central Michigan (Masters of Science, Administration), and Industrial College of 
Armed Forces of (Masters Science in National Resource Strategy).  

His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star, Legion of Merit, Joint Meritorious Service Med-
al, Meritorious Service Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters, Army Commendation Medal with three 
Oak Leaf Clusters, Army Achievement Medal and the Saudi Arabia and Kuwait Liberation Medals.

BG Patrick J. O’Reilly
United States Army
Deputy Director
Missile Defense Agency

Brigadier General Patrick J. O’Reilly is the Deputy Director for the Missile Defense Agency with the 
mission to develop a capability to defend the United States, its deployed forces, allies and friends 
from ballistic missile attacks of all ranges and in all phases of flight. 

He has held a variety of Army operational command and staff positions in the United States and in 
Europe; and was an assistant professor of physics at the U.S. Military Academy. He has been the 
Program Manager for PATRIOT PAC-3, Theater High Altitude Area Defense and Ground Based Mid-
course Defense programs and the Army’s Program Executive Officer for Combat Support and Combat 
Service Support.

General O’Reilly was commissioned in the U.S. Army Ordnance Corps upon graduation from the U.S. 
Military Academy. He has earned Masters Degrees in Physics, National Security and Strategic Stud-
ies, and Business and is a graduate of the U.S. Naval College of Command and Staff; and the U.S. 
Army War College. 

Dr. Richard W. Amos
Deputy to the Commanding General
U.S. Army Aviation and Missile 
Life-Cycle Management Command
Redstone Arsenal

Dr. Richard Amos became Deputy to the Commanding General, U.S. Army Aviation and Missile 
Life-Cycle Management Command (AMCOM) July 2004. As Deputy to the Commanding General, 
Dr. Amos manages a multifaceted and diverse organization with an annual budget of over $4B and a 
global workforce of over 11,000 military and civilian employees. He is a recognized leader foremost 
as well as a manager, logistician, engineer and entrepreneur throughout the Army. He is challenged 
daily with outlining policies and objectives, formulating broad logistical, managerial, and technical 
plans, and reinventing processes necessary to accomplish the Command mission.  

Dr. Amos was promoted into the Senior Executive Service in October 2000 and served as the Director 
of the System Simulation and Development Directorate, Aviation and Missile Research, Develop-
ment, and Engineering Center (AMRDEC). In this position, he was responsible for all modeling and 
simulation support for Aviation, Missile, and Unmanned Systems. He also directed the AMRDEC’s 
research and development activities in missile and fixed-wing UAV Aerodynamics.   

Dr. Amos holds a Bachelor’s degree in Industrial Engineering from Auburn University, a Masters of 
Science degree in Engineering Management from the University of Alabama in Huntsville, and a Doc-
tor of Philosophy degree in System Engineering from the University of Alabama in Huntsville.
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Lucia Cape
Vice President - Workforce, Chamber of Commerce of Huntsville/Madison County

Lucia Cape was named Vice President for Workforce at the Chamber of Commerce of Huntsville/
Madison County in October 2006. She was charged with establishing the Chamber’s new Workforce 
division in response to the workforce challenges brought on by the region’s economic growth, in-
cluding the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure Act that is bringing thousands of jobs to Redstone 
Arsenal. 

Prior to joining the Chamber staff, Ms. Cape was a contractor to the Marshall Space Flight Center’s 
Academic Affairs Office from 2002-2006 where she worked in informal education, including busi-
ness/industry partnerships. 

From 1999-2002 she was a Presidential Management Intern and then a contractor to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, focusing on public health partnerships, communication, 
workforce and law. 

She worked as a technical editor for environmental contractors to the U.S. Army Space and Strategic 
Defense Command in the mid 1990s. 

While earning her bachelor’s degree in journalism from the University of Georgia, Ms. Cape interned 
with the Huntsville News and then served as the paper’s design director before the paper was closed 
in 1996. She supported The Huntsville Times in launching its Homes for Today magazine in 1997 be-
fore returning to the University of Georgia to pursue her master’s degree in public administration. She 
is a former Army Brat who lived on Redstone Arsenal twice growing up. She is married to Huntsville 
native Mark Torstenson, owner of The Fret Shop, and has one child, Evelyn (21 months).
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Karen A. Bandera
Deputy G-1 for Civilian Personnel Policy, HQ US Army Materiel Command

Ms. Karen A. Bandera assumed duties as the Deputy G1 for Civilian Personnel Policy on 11 July 2005 
and was recently reassigned to Redstone Arsenal as the BRAC forward “go to” person for human 
resources.  

She came to HQ AMC from HQ Army Test and Evaluation Command where she was the Chief of 
Civilian Personnel. Karen’s last field assignment was as the CPAC Director at Fort Stewart, Georgia 
where she was also detailed to the Director of Human Resources position and temporarily promoted 
to the Deputy Garrison Commander (DGC). As the DGC, Karen was instrumental in development of 
the memorial for 3rd Infantry Division soldiers killed in Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF).   

Karen was born in Boston, Mass. She has two children. Her daughter, Dawnel, lives in Chicago, IL 
and her son, Richard, lives in Huntsville, Ala. Her sister lives in Las Cruces and works at White Sands 
Missile Range. Karen’s Dad retired in Florida where he plays golf and recently, at the ripe age of 86, 
was married. 

Karen’s previous assignments encompass 31 years and 13 duty assignments of dedicated civilian 
service beginning as a clerk typist, GS-3 at Fort Huachuca, Arizona. Throughout her assignments 
she attended numerous career enhancing and leadership courses and received numerous awards 
including two Superior Civilian Service Awards and the 3rd Infantry Division Certificate for Soldier 
Support during OIF.

Robert L. Harrison
Special Assistant to the Executive Deputy to the Commanding General, 
Headquarters U. S. Army Materiel Command

Mr. Harrison is primarily focused on the Installations, Facilities, and Future Industrial Capabilities 
aspects of the Deputy Chief of Staff G-5/G-9, U. S. Army Materiel Command (AMC). As such, he as-
sists the Executive Deputy to the Commanding General (EDCG) and the Deputy Commanding General 
(DCG) AMC in advising the Commanding General on organization and management matters, provid-
ing stationing transformation through Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), and other initiatives to 
create an effective AMC footprint for the future.  

Mr. Harrison was commissioned as an Infantry officer in 1978 after he earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering from the U. S. Military Academy, West Point, NY. He earned a Masters Degree (with 
Distinction), National Security and Strategic Studies from the U. S. Naval War College in Newport, RI 
in 2001. He served three tours in the Army G-3/5/7, HQDA, Washington, DC: as Senior Program and 
Budgeting Analyst; Division Chief, Collective Training; and Division Chief, Leader Development.

Mr. Harrison served in a variety of command and staff positions in the 9th Infantry Division, 82nd Airborne 
Division, 3rd Ranger Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, Joint Special Operations Command, 2nd Ranger 
Battalion, 10th Mountain Division, and Army Staff. Mr. Harrison deployed in support of operations UR-
GENT FURY (Grenada), DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM (SWA),  and UPHOLD DEMOCRACY (Haiti).

Mr. Harrison’s awards and decorations include 24 meritorious achievement and commendation 
awards, as an installation commander, earned the distinction of an Army Community of Excellence, 
and his Battalion earned first runner up in the Army’s Award for Maintenance Management.

Michael Schexnayder
Deputy to the Commander for Research, Development & Acquisition, USASMDC/ARSTRAT

Michael (Mike) C. Schexnayder is the Deputy to the Commander for Research, Development and Ac-
quisition (RD&A) at the U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command / U.S. Army Forces Strategic 
Command (USASMDC/ARSTRAT) located in Redstone Arsenal, Ala. 

As the deputy to the commander, Mr. Schexnayder manages SMDC/ARSTRAT’s RD&A activities and 
oversees all materiel development functions, test and evaluation activities, and simulations support 
including the Space and Missile Defense Future Warfare Center, the Space and Missile Defense 
Technical Center which includes the U.S. Army Kwajalein Atoll/Reagan Test Site in the Marshall 
Islands and the High Energy Laser Systems Test Facility located at White Sands Missile Range, 
N.M., and the Technical Interoperability and Matrix Center. He also serves as the Head of Contract-
ing Activity.

Prior to this, Mr. Schexnayder served as the Associate Director for Systems in the Aviation and Missile 
Research and Development Center and as the Director of the Technical Management Directorate. 

Mr. Schexnayder joined the Army Missile Lab in 1979. He initially served as an electronics engineer 
in the millimeter wave radar branch of the Advanced Sensors Directorate. He joined the Structures 
Directorate in 1981 to establish a capability to support the synergistic integration of missile delivery 
technology with warhead and fuze technology. 

Mr. Schexnayder received the Army Research and Development Award in 1988 and 1993 and served 
as the deputy director of the Systems Simulation and Development Directorate, Missile Research, 
Development and Engineering Center from May 1997 until February 1999 when he was selected to 
the Senior Executive Service.



Today’s Schedule

8:00 – 8:30	 Registration

8:30 – 9:15	 BRAC Overview and Construction Update	 Hugh Ball	 

	 BRAC Introduction	 Hugh Ball

	 Construction Update	 Col. Olshefski

9:15 – 10:00	 Workforce Development	 Denielle Dunn

	 Regional Efforts	 Lucia Cape

	 AMC	 Karen Bandera

10:00 – 10:15 	 Break

10:15 – 11:15	 TV BRAC Townhall Presentation	 Jerry Mansfield

	 Quality of Life	 Dave Hargrove

	 Education	 Mary Jane Caylor

	 Housing	 Lynn Kilgore

	 Testimonial	 Faye Wishik

	 Young Professional	 Leah Tracy

11:15 – 11:45	 View Community Booths

11:45 – 12:15	 Lunch

12:15 – 1:00	 Panel Discussion	 Rick Roden	

	 AMC	 Robert Harrison 

	 SMDC 	 Michael Schexnayder

	 MDA	 Gen. Patrick O’Reilly

	 AMCOM	 Dr. Richard Amos

Tennessee Valley BRAC Chambers & Communities

Chambers of Commerce
Arab Chamber of Commerce
Chamber of Commerce of Huntsville/Madison County
Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce
Decatur-Morgan County Chamber of Commerce
Fayetteville/Lincoln County Chamber of Commerce
Grant Chamber of Commerce
Greater Jackson County Chamber of Commerce
Greater Limestone Chamber of Commerce
Hartselle Chamber of Commerce
Lake Guntersville Chamber of Commerce
Madison Chamber of Commerce
Shoals Chamber of Commerce
 
Communities
Arab/Marshall County
Athens/Limestone County
Cullman/Cullman County
Decatur/Morgan County 
Fayetteville/Lincoln County 
Grant/Marshall County
Scottsboro/Jackson County 
Hartselle/Morgan County
Huntsville/Madison County
Guntersville/Marshall County
Madison/Madison County
The Shoals 
Giles County, Tennessee
Franklin County, Tennessee
Moore County, Tennessee
Lawrence County, Tennessee


